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construct 51 miles of water lines in the
rural community of Brittons Neck in
Marion County, South Carolina.

There are many other success stories.
In Lowndes County, Mississippi, $17.5
million was spent to install a water
line, elevator tank, and two waste-
water pump stations, providing potable
water to rural Mississippians and cre-
ating badly needed construction jobs.

In 2011, I joined with our former Re-
publican colleague, Representative Jo
Ann Emerson of Missouri, to introduce
an amendment to the continuing reso-
lution that would have continued 10—
20-30 for rural development and would
have expanded it to 11 additional ac-
counts throughout the Federal budget
to enhance economic development,
education, job training, health, justice,
the environment, and much more.

I want to make one thing clear about
the 10-20-30 approach. It does not add
one dime to the deficit. It simply tar-
gets resources from funds already au-
thorized or appropriated.

Over the past 30 years, the national
economy has risen and fallen multiple
times. During these economic down-
turns, we have been rightly focused on
getting our economy, as a whole, on
track. We have not given adequate at-
tention to these communities that are
suffering from chronic distress and De-
pression-era levels of joblessness.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that, as we
undertake this budget, we will find
ways to work together to move our Na-
tion closer to Dr. King’s dream of a be-
loved community.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 29
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, thank You for giving us
another day.

All of Congress today remembers the
heroic sacrifices and accomplishments
of the First Special Service Force of
World War II when Americans and Ca-
nadians formed for the first time a
combined unit trained to be a small,
elite corps capable of accomplishing
the seemingly impossible.

May their story be an inspiration to
the Members of this people’s House
where a similar cooperative effort to-
ward a shared common goal appears all
too often to be seemingly impossible.
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We ask, O God, that all who populate
these hallways this day be possessed of
goodwill, appreciative of the great ex-
ploits of so many of our American an-
cestors.

And may all that is said and done
this day be for Your greater honor and
glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CARTWRIGHT)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET
PROPOSAL

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, President Obama
released his budget. Unfortunately, it
is right out of the liberals’ tax-and-
spend playbook.

Apparently, the President thinks
that since he has already added $7.5
trillion to America’s record $18 trillion
debt, what is $8.5 trillion more?

As chairman of the Social Security
Subcommittee, I am also concerned
that President Obama has once again
ignored the grim finances of Social Se-
curity, and that is a shame because we
cannot keep kicking the can down the
road. It is just not fair or right to the
millions of hardworking Americans
who have paid into Social Security.
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Mr. Speaker, contrary to what
Obama likes to say in his speeches, too
many Americans are still struggling.
The last thing this country needs is
more taxes, more spending, and more
debt.

Americans want, need, and deserve
better.

——
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, this week, the President put
forward his budget. Now, this House
has an opportunity to put forward one
of our own that reflects the values of
those we represent.

We have a choice. We can embrace
and support the President’s budget
that lifts all Americans up, or we can
pass another House Republican budget
that keeps Americans down.

In California’s East Bay, access to
child care is going down while costs go
up. Access to education has been re-
duced while costs go up for those who
are lucky enough to get in. Paychecks
are going down while everyday costs
around us are going up.

With this budget, we can address and
fix these problems for the families we
represent. We can expand access to
child care and cut taxes for families
paying child care. We can pass and ex-
pand access to community colleges
with tuition-free community colleges.
We can see paycheck progress by mak-
ing investments in transportation and
infrastructure.

We have a choice. Pass the House Re-
publican budget which will keep fami-
lies down, or we can lift America up
and provide more opportunity for ev-
eryone with this President’s budget.

———

PUNXSUTAWNEY, PENNSYLVANIA,
CELEBRATES 129TH ANNUAL
GROUNDHOG DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the town of
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, held its
129th annual Groundhog Day celebra-
tion.

Each year, I am honored to be a part
of this celebration, being in the Penn-
sylvania Fifth Congressional District,
but a snowstorm moving across the re-
gion forced me back down to Wash-
ington sooner than expected.

Punxsutawney Phil was awakened
from his burrow yesterday at 7:28 in
the morning and, despite overcast
skies, saw his shadow and predicted 6
more weeks of winter.

Groundhog Day is not only about
Phil’s prediction of the future and how
soon the next season will be upon us; it
is a celebration of our past, the Com-
monwealth heritage, and a time for
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communities to come together and
carry on this great tradition for gen-
erations to come.

It is truly an honor to have this cele-
bration take place in my home district,
and I want to thank President Bill
Deely of the Groundhog Club Inner Cir-
cle and everyone from Punxsutawney
and the surrounding area for their hard
work and planning to make this year’s
Groundhog Day such a special event.

———

LET EPA DO ITS JOB AND
PROTECT OUR WATER

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker,
from the shores of the Delaware and
the banks of the Allegheny, to the
streams and the creeks that feed them,
Pennsylvanians know that water is
vital to our health, our recreation, and
our wildlife.

Mr. Speaker, our waterways remain
at risk. To protect them, the EPA is
considering a rule to restore Clean
Water Act protections to thousands of
waterways in Pennsylvania and across
the country. When finalized, this rule
will mark the biggest step forward for
clean water in more than a decade.

Unfortunately, polluters and their al-
lies are now working to derail this
clean water rule. They have even
scheduled a rare, joint House-Senate
hearing to set the stage for this dirty
water attack.

I say it is time for Congress to get
out of the way and let EPA do its job
and protect our water, as is its charge.

————
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S BUDGET

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the President’s budget
proposal which was released yesterday.

While I appreciate the President put-
ting forth his vision for the future of
our Nation, that vision is neither one
that our Nation can afford, nor one
that I can support.

Each year, the President brings us a
budget that increases spending, raises
taxes, and seeks trillions upon trillions
of new debt upon our great Nation. If
the Republican-led House had agreed to
these budget requests, our Federal
Government would be 20 percent larger
today.

This year, the President’s budget
proposal proposes another $8.5 trillion
in deficits that will push our debt to
well over $26 trillion in the next 10
years, slowing our economy and leav-
ing the next generation with the legacy
of higher taxes and less opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, we must work to-
gether—Democrats and Republicans—
to balance our budget by cutting
wasteful spending, holding the line on
spending increases, reforming pro-
grams, and reducing the size of govern-
ment.
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Kansans know and the American peo-
ple know that a leaner, more efficient
and effective government is critical to
strengthening our economy and cre-
ating prosperity and opportunity for
every American.

———
IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND
STATE OF OUR INFRASTRUC-
TURE AND PROTOCOLS AT

PORTS OF ENTRY

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the
Peace Bridge in my western New York
district is the second busiest border
crossing between the United States and
Canada, making it essential that peo-
ple and goods are able to move quickly
and efficiently across the bridge. The
second phase of a cargo preinspection
pilot project at the Peace Bridge re-
cently concluded and is currently
under evaluation.

While I have confidence that the bill
will call for expansion of preinspection
at the Peace Bridge, the pilot revealed
several challenges which create delays
and require immediate attention.

Internet speeds on the Canadian side
of the bridge exceed those on the Amer-
ican side, enabling faster screening.
Radiation detectors on the American
side are older and often inaccurate, re-
sulting in false negatives that create
delays. Finally, empty trucks are not
required to provide a manifest, result-
ing in unnecessary secondary inspec-
tions for empty vehicles.

Last week, I wrote to Secretary Jeh
Johnson highlighting the urgent need
to rectify these issues. We must im-
prove the quality and state of the in-
frastructure and protocols at ports of
entry across the country.

———

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank Speaker BOEHNER for appointing
me to serve as the Republican cochair
of the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission. It is a great honor to serve as
a voice defending the rights of people
worldwide to live free of repression and
violence.

I have served as a member of the
Commission since its establishment
following the passing of our dear col-
league Congressman Lantos. A Holo-
caust survivor, he understood what it
was like to live under the thumb of a
brutal and oppressive regime.

While we vowed ‘‘never again,”
today, hundreds of millions of people
worldwide live under governments that
restrict the rights of free speech and
religious expression—regimes that per-
secute minorities, women, and chil-
dren.

We are blessed to live in a country
where individual rights are protected
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and cherished. Despite our differences,
Democrats and Republicans work hand
in hand to protect these rights at home
and expand them worldwide.

I am particularly honored to share
the leadership of the Commission with
Congressman MCGOVERN. We have
worked together to promote human
rights for many years now, and I think
there is much we can accomplish to-
gether.

———

REPEALING OF THE AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT FOR THE 56TH TIME

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, with all
that we should be doing to help address
middle class anxiety, to help the econ-
omy along, to help with student debt,
to help with the challenges that all of
our constituents face, what will we be
doing this week? We will be repealing
the Affordable Care Act for the 56th
time—56.

I get it. The first couple of times, Mr.
Speaker, I get it. The first couple of
times, the Republicans believed that
this was a government takeover of
health care, that there were death pan-
els, that it was unconstitutional, that
it would raise costs in the health care
section, that it would be a job Kkiller.
None of that turned out to be true.

In fact, the opposite turned out to be
true. The Supreme Court said it was
constitutional, it actually helped lower
costs in the overall health care system,
and we are now adding jobs in the pri-
vate sector faster than we have added
them in 10 years.

None of that was true.

What is true is that the Affordable
Care Act has given 10 million or more
Americans the security for the first
time of having health insurance. It has
cut the uninsured rate in my State of
Connecticut in half.

Do you know what that means? It
means that Ann Christman—51 years
old, a single mother, could never afford
health care insurance—now, she has it.
She went to a doctor, and her breast
cancer was diagnosed early. She said:

The cancer has been detected at a very
early stage, which, with a 98 percent survival
rate, has saved my life.

Respectfully, let’s leave it alone.

———
AMERICA DESERVES AN EFFEC-
TIVE GOVERNMENT THAT

SOLVES OUR NATION’S PROB-
LEMS

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, a huge
congratulations to the New England
Patriots for winning Super Bowl
XLIX—surgical passes from quarter-
back Tom Brady, a thunderous spike
by tight end Rob Gronkowski, and a
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